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“The man from Cla

..Sub Rosa The C.I.A. and the Use of lnte)-
-, ligence. By Peer de Silva. 308 pagw.
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™\ This absorbmg narrative, the profﬁ-

o
H

of the Central Intelligence Agency, begins, .

. and almoest ends, with a bomb. In 1945 fata '

. picked him as the Army officer to hand-
. deliver the plutonium sphere that obliter-..
ated Nagasaki. In 1985, while gazing idly ..
oul his. office window-in Saigon, where be-.:

~:was intelligence Chiel of Station at the .’

=.q‘smencan Embassy, be was all but blown .’

+up by.a-Vietcong bomb..In- between these. .~

,fnurderous episodes the author has an in-

triguing story to tell. Its parpose is to fuk_..
Jill the “need for a.correct and honest pie-+=

, ture of how the CIA does in fact work and

-J-operate abroad and at home.”, L ";'.-.IL

> Retired in- 1973 hie is"not the first to de
7o, but his ultimate position as chief of
1 Foreign Intelligence within the. Clandes--
‘"tine Service gives his testimony a special

"“sional memoirs of a high-ranking official -
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-Tevél tone, but rarely in a pedestrian.style,
“the author takes us across Eastern and -
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purveyors he ascertains “to be in academe
and the media. I can find only two factors
- that seem to link these two disparate ele-

e ’-' ments: they both consider themselves to - Ambassador George Kennan

be intellectually objective, and neither has -
" any responsibility for« deahng thh Lhe
problems faced by the CLA ¥

- In-his varied foreign assugnments Mr o
desuva s duties were very responsible i m— e

“,.

poss:bly " recoliected. * dialoguer whxch 2,
- throws such a spurions cast over so many
. modern-day’ ‘autobiographies. -In-.a very:

" Central Europe, where half of his overseas -
- duty fell, and then to the Far East, where *

= the remainder lay. At all his posts he en-
: countered situations and personalities the -
-meshing.of which tended to culminate in- —
_what most laymen would view as the-very

- essence of glamor, sometimes of romance.

ndestine
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chiefs on the reviewing stand. -
There are no deep revelations’ bere-—
with the striking exception of a glimpse of |

requesting .
an “L pill” (poison) in case he shonld fall
under Soviet duress while stationed in:]
* Moscow. There. are,. however,. candid .
" sketches of many of the celebrities in with ;
‘whom the author was thrown, such 23 Secs
" retary of Defense- McNamara, whom: de-
" Silva found totally inept vis a vis the Viet.

pamese situation. For the author-iy far
* from uncritical of “the characieristics of
. "the Americans.’At bome we endured poht-

}calscandaLJoeMcCanhy -and Corrminne}

st inflvence in high places..Our home-.
- grown faults: were-enormous,

-only the wealth’ of oor natural rwonrcs,
our population, and cur democratic initia<"
" tives had saved us from: poht.\ml ex:une—«r

A a .

hon“"-mu.s %W;ﬁ» " o
§...In sum, here is-a vaiuable, infom;atwe.
soc:al and political testameat, De Silva is-
. convinced that all the elaborate scientific:

viih How-he-and - his staff successfully - ;

-authonty The late author, who died at his . ‘bugged a KGB installation. How. he con-
“shome- in Virginia.last spring while work-.."" trived to join.the mob ef Russians “spon~ -

“ing at-a history of the Manhattan Project, g3

“had’ become dismayed by“the flood of
T writtem -and. spoken. material about
“ClA |that} i3 characierized by

[

‘ha_'_“wmalllnstmctedwkeepthew
distortion,’ . flapping in air was to minimize the threat
"“Inaccuracy, and plain ignorance.” Its chief " of someone’s taking .a poistiot at.Party -

taneously” truﬂhgtbxwghﬂedSqnareon
“"May Day, and learned the reason they .-
bands .
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. devices . for .garnering intelligence will
‘ pever complktely replace itbe ‘haman:
agenLHehoputheynem'wﬂL“Thmv

tlgersmmh}gtbewoﬂd.abdwemust;

“CURTIS CARROLL DAVIS :
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